
Getting Started with Composting

Select a Composting Method
Choose between traditional composting, vermicomposting (using worms), or bokashi composting (using microbes).

Consider available space, time commitment, and composting goals.

Gather Composting Materials

Collect "Green" Materials (Nitrogen-rich):

Gather kitchen scraps (fruits, vegetables, coffee grounds, eggshells).

Include garden waste such as grass clippings and fresh plant trimmings.

Add manure from herbivores like cows, horses, or rabbits.

Collect "Brown" Materials (Carbon-rich):

Gather dry leaves, straw, hay, or shredded newspaper and cardboard.

Include sawdust from untreated wood or wood chips.

Building Your Compost Pile or Bin

Layer and Mix Materials

Start with a layer of brown materials at the bottom of your composting container.

Add a layer of green materials on top, aiming for a balanced mix of greens and browns.

Continue layering and mixing as you add more compostable materials.

Maintain Moisture and Airflow

Keep the compost pile moist but not soggy, similar to a damp sponge.

Turn or aerate the compost pile regularly to promote decomposition and prevent odors.

Cover the compost pile with a lid or tarp to retain moisture and heat, especially in rainy or cold weather.

Managing the Composting Process

Monitor and Adjust

Check the temperature of the compost pile regularly (ideally, it should be warm to the touch).

Adjust the composting mix as needed by adding more greens or browns to maintain a balanced ratio.

Avoid adding materials that may slow down decomposition (e.g., meat, dairy, oils, pet waste).

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Address foul odors by adding more browns and aerating the pile.

Manage pests by covering food scraps with browns and ensuring a secure composting area.

Adjust moisture levels if the pile is too wet or dry, aiming for a balanced moisture content.

Harvesting and Using Finished Compost

Wait for the composting process to complete (several weeks to months, depending on conditions).

Look for dark, crumbly, earthy-smelling compost, indicating decomposition is finished.

Use the finished compost to enrich garden soil, potting mix, or as a natural fertilizer for plants.
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